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But it was the multiple happenings in the life of the city, with
its terraced and flowered roofs, that provided the children with
their real excitements. There were earthquakes that woke them
at night and that made the silver-framed portraits in their
room move in an unaccountable and frightening way; there
were great processions in the streets on Saints' Days, when the
figures of the Virgin and of the Saint were carried with incense
burning and trumpets playing; there were other processions,
sadder and smaller, bearing the Host to dying people, with a
band that gave mourning music while the Holy Rites were
being administered* There was Carnival time when anyone
walking in the streets might with impunity be soaked with
water thrown from behind the lattices of balcony windows,
and the visit on Holy Thursday to a strange representation of the
Lord's Supper in a near-by church where wooden food was set
out on a table round which were seated life-like figures of the
Apostles smoking cigarettes and of Christ with a cigar* There
were the splendid dresses of the women at the oilicial cere-
monies that they were allowed to watch; visits to the houses of
their relations; the great carved beds in the Limanian houses,
the blue tiled courtyards, and the blackened silver kitchen pots
and pans; the fantastic cemetery where each family had a
mausoleum in Italian marble; always the broad bright patches
of the colours of the summer skies. One night the three children
were woken by the appearance of their madman in their
room. He had escaped* But after peering at them, while they
did not dare to move or breathe, he returned quietly to the
roof leaving them unharmed*
When the family had been in Lima for nearly four years, the
proceedings of Echenique's government in connection with the
consolidation of the internal debt caused his predecessor in
office to stage a revolution* Echenique's army was defeated and
he fled abroad. It was January 1855, in the middle of the
summer* But with the previous President back in power, life
in Lima soon returned to its normal course* Don Pio's fortune
remained untouched* Saltpetre and guano from the Lobos